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Philbeach Gardens Area 

The development of this area, which consists of Philbeach 
Gardens, Cluny Mews, and the contiguous part of 
Warwick Road with Nos. 53-121 (odd) on the east side 
and Nevern Mansions and Nos. 46-68 (even) on the west 
side, was almost entirely the work of the Mineard family 
of builders and took place over some fifteen years between 
1876 and 1891. 

Philbeach Gardens (Plate 123a, b) was named after a 
property of the Edwardes family in Pembrokeshire. An 
initial layout plan for the street (which was originally 
intended to be called Philbeach Crescent) was submitted 
to the Metropolitan Board of Works by Lord Kensington's 
surveyor, Martin Joseph Stutely, as early as January 1875. 
This shows the crescent in approximately its present posi- • 
tion, but the area now occupied by the communal garden 
was to be given over to an extensive mews. Although 
approved, the scheme was not implemented, and some 
eighteen months later an amended application was submit
ted showing the layout as built with the mews relegated 
to the north of the crescent. 165 

The builder chosen to carry out the revised plan was 
George Edward Mineard, who was then engaged in build
ing in Lexham Gardens, and whose origins and early 
career are described on page 294. He took the ground now 
occupied by the whole of Phil beach Gardens and Cluny 
Mews and the west side of Warwick Road, for which Lord 
Kensington undertook to grant leases for terms equivalent 
to ninety-nine years from September 1876. 166 A precise 
layout was devised with house plots and numbers de
marcated, before building began at the southern end of 
Philbeach Gardens in December 1876.'67 

Shortly afterwards the terrace on the west side of 
Warwick Road was begun, 168 and building proceeded 
steadily northwards. In both streets Mineard erected 
houses which were very similar to those he had been build
ing in Lexham Gardens, of the full-blooded Italianate 
variety in white brick with stucco dressings and containing 
four full storeys above basements, with Doric porticoes 
and bay windows up to the first floor. The fai;ades, while 
not having the crispness of detailing of the houses in Lex
ham Gardens, are nevertheless well articulated, with seg
mental pediments to the second-floor windows, a 
bracketed cornice and prominent strings and bandcourses. 
The earliest houses are arranged in mirrored pairs, but 
Mineard abandoned this practice in about 1879. At about 
the same time, in the more northerly houses in Warwick 
Road he replanned the interior so that the staircase would 
rise towards the front of the house, no doubt to provide 
large rooms at the rear which would face south-westwards 

over the communal garden. One unfortunate by-product, 
h0wever, is that on the house front a landing coincides 
with the first-floor window above the portico, a problem 
which was eventually resolved, not entirely satisfactorily, 
by lengthening this window and dividing it horizontally 
into two, with each half opening separately as casements. 
Nos. 71-73 (consec.) Phil beach Gardens also have this fea
ture (fig. 128b). 

By the time the census was taken in 1881 fifty-one 
houses in the two streets were occupied and a further ten 
were probably substantially finished but not yet occupied. 
The evidence of the returns suggests that the speculation 
was proceeding successfully and that the houses proved 
attractive to the typical South Kensington resident. The 
inhabitants included army and naval officers, barristers 
and other professional men, a stockbroker, a shipowner, 
several merchants (perhaps a higher proportion than was 
usual elsewhere in this district), and the usual large num
ber of occupants whose income came from rents or 
dividends but was here substantial enough to support two 
or three servants. 169 Mineard, himself, lived at No. 57 

-Warwick Road with his wife, six children and two servants.
He was then forty-two years old and described himself
as a builder employing ninety-six men and six boys. "0 

One of the occupants of Philbeach Gardens was Sir 
Henry Cole at No. 106. Then retired from his posts as 
Secretary of the Science and Art Department and Superin
tendent of the South Kensington Museum, he described
himself as a 'Civil Servant Superannuated'. His diary
entries record how, in the early summer of 1880, he had 
searched in Kensington for a house which 'must have a
guarantee against escape of sewer gas'. He looked over
some twenty houses before settling on No. rn6 Philbeach
Gardens, where the system of drainage 'appeared good'.
He rented the house from Mineard for £ 1 20 per annum,
and moved in at the end of June 1880. Though disturbed
by the evidence of shrinkage, he thought the house well
planned and convenient. The amenity of the communal
garden was important to him, and, with Mincard, he estab
lished a 'Fifth of November Club' to provide an annual
display of fireworks in the garden.

Soon, however, he was discussing improvements in
sanitation with Mineard, and allowed his house to be used
by the builder for further experiments with a system he
had already introduced in houses in Warwick Road. This
was designed to prevent any escape of sewer gas into the
house - a matter with which Cole was somewhat obsessed
at this time - and involved the building of an intercepting
chamber between the house drains and the sewer and the
provision of an extraction shaft with a small heating cham
ber at roof level through which fresh air was drawn via
the soil pipe and the house drains. Cole subsequently pur
chased a newer house, No. 96, from Mineard, and moved
there in May 1881. He encouraged the builder to patent
and publicize his system, and secured for him the job of
overhauling the sanitary arrangements at Sandringham for
the Royal Family. In October 1881 Cole also wrote a long






